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The Lily Pad 
The Topeka Area Water Garden Society 

Published Monthly – February to November 
The objective of the society is to encourage a greater appreciation and interest in water gardening 

and aquatic plants, to disseminate information about those interests and to help our members 
stimulate the study and culture of water gardens. 

Lee Schick shows members a drawing of the display at 
the Garden Show. 

Feb. 8, 2012 Minutes
 Present: Don Taliaferro, Amy Thompson, Dona 
Peterson, Diane Gruver, Floyd Gruver, Cheryl Saathoff, 
Bob Saathoff, Sue Mowder, Jim Mowder, Tom Platis, 
Helen Platis, Linda Reynolds, Don Reiger, Sandy Reiger 
and Phil Thompson 
 Guests: Lee Schick, Rita and George Arnold 
 The meeting was called to order by Don 
Taliaferro, president, at 6:30 p.m. with self introductions 
 Kansas Garden Show: TAWGS and Topeka 
Beautification Association are once again combining 
efforts into one booth at the show. Lee Schick of TBA and 
chair of the Garden Show subcommittee, shared with 
TAWGS members the schematic for the booth. The 
booth, located on the east wall of Exhibition Hall, will 
feature a backyard setting to fit this year’s theme of 
“Garden Party.” There will be four water features, a deck 
with a lattice privacy fence, a vegetable garden and a 
variety of flowers and shrubs.  
 Don Taliaferro encouraged members to help 
setup the display. Construction of the display will be 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Tuesday through Thursday (Feb. 14-
16).  He also asked the members to represent TAWGS at 
the show by working a shift at the booth during the show. 
A sign up sheet was passed around.  
 The Garden Show is Feb. 17, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m., 
Feb. 18, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. and Feb. 19, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
  February program presentation – Arnolds 

Monthly Meeting
7:00 p.m., Wed., Mar. 21 

Historic Old Prairie Town 
124 NW Fillmore 

New Equipment for Water Gardens 
Eric Wood 

 

Greenhouse 
 Rita and George Arnold presented to the 
members information about native plants as well as the 
new perennials and annuals they are featuring this year. 
Presentation hard copies were distributed. 
 The November minutes were approved. 
 Treasurer’s report: Jim Green reported there is 
$2,711.66 in the TAWGS checking account. Tom Platis 
made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report, it was 
seconded by Floyd Gruver. The motion carried. 
 Bob Saathoff asked if the Garden Show 
committee could be approved to spend up to $300 for this 
year’s show. Diane Gruver made a motion to accept this 
request, Phil Thompson seconded, the motion carried. 
 Jim Green reported that Jim Mowder helped 
complete the paperwork requested by the Secretary of 
State’s office to reinstate TAWGS as a non-profit 
organization. Green will deliver the paperwork next week 
to the secretary’s office. 
 Bob Saathoff shared that he has secured 
program presentations for the meetings through the 
summer. Eric Wood – new water garden equipment, 
Marsha from Henry’s Greenhouse - container gardening 
and Deb Spencer – new water garden systems, are just a 
few. 
 A motion to adjourn was made by Tom Platis, 
seconded by Cheryl Saathoff, motion carried. 
 The next meeting is March 21, 2012 at Old 
Prairie Town.                   Amy Thompson, Secretary 

 

Pond Tip 
Filters that have been turned off for the winter should be 

cleaned well before turning them back on this spring. Cleaning 
will remove toxins that can develop from waste breaking down 
in the filter in the absence of oxygen. Once your filter is up and 
running, add Microbe-Lift PL to seed it with beneficial bacteria. 

Filters with pads will benefit from the use of  
Microbe-Lift PL Gel. 
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Topeka Area Water Garden Society 
9900 SW K-4 Highway 
Topeka, KS 66614 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE TOPEKA AREA 
WATER GARDEN SOCIETY 

2012  OFFICERS: 
 

Don Taliaferro   President 
  Topeka    785-272-8348 
Bob Saathoff   Vice President 
  Topeka    785-272-7125 
Amy Thompson   Secretary 
  Topeka    785-273-7005 
Jim Green   Treasurer  
  Topeka    785-272-7139 

Meetings are held the third Wednesday of each 
month at Old Prairie Town (Ward Meade Park) unless 
otherwise publicized. Dues are $15 per single or $20 per 
family and can be sent to Jim Green, 5701 SW Arrowhead CT, 
Topeka, KS 66614. 
 

 

 
Check it out -  www.tawgs.org 

The Lily Pad 
Published Monthly, February to 

November by the Topeka Area Water Garden 
Society (TAWGS), a non-profit organization.  
TAWGS does not warrant the information in this 
newsletter. The opinions expressed are solely 
those of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent those of the Topeka Area Water 
Garden Society. 
 The Lily Pad encourages submission of 
articles pertaining to water gardening from the 
membership and other interested parties. 
Deadline is the third weekend of each month. 
Address input and/or questions to: 
 Diane Gruver, The Lily Pad Editor 
 408 Emerald, Holton, KS 66436 
 785-364-3046  
 fdgruver@embarqmail.com  

We reserve the right to edit input to 
meet publishing requirements. Copy cannot be 
returned. 

March 21  Monthly Meeting 
March 24  Spring Garden Fair at  
   Lawrence 
April 7 - 23   Tulip Time in Topeka 
April 18   Monthly Meeting 
May 16   Monthly Meeting 
June 20   Monthly Meeting 
June 22-23  TBA Garden Tour 
July 18   Monthly Meeting 
Aug. 15   Monthly Meeting 
Sept. 19  Monthly Meeting 
Oct. 17   Monthly Meeting 
Nov. 14   Monthly Meeting &  
   Potluck Dinner 

 

 

Your Dues are Due if your label reads 
Any time in 2011, 2-12 or 3-12 

Please renew as soon as possible to continue 
receiving the newsletter. 

Send dues to Jim Green, 5701 SW 
Arrowhead CT, Topeka, KS 66614 


